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A letter from ERAL

Dear friends:

2024 was a watershed year for Elk
River Arts & Lectures. We reached over
500 students at Park County schools
through our literary arts programes.
Double that for the audiences at our
Storytelling Nights and Lecture Series.

Whether bringing world-class thinkers
into local classrooms, or providing
opportunities for middle schoolers to
express themselves through
storytelling, or seniors through poetry,
ERAL creates sparks — some of which
will grow into a life-long love affair
with literature.

It's hard to imagine Livingston without
such a rich array of opportunities for
literary engagement. It's part of what
makes Park County unique.

At ERAL, we are committed to
bringing you inspiring new voices,
sharing your stories, and celebrating
the writers, artists, and innovative
thinkers who live and work in Park
County. We exist because of youl!

Thank you for your support and for
making this the best year ever.

Laura Prindiville, Executive Director
Maryanne Vollers, Board Chair

What Elk River Arts & Lectures has been up to this past year!

ERAL’s Flagship Lecture Series

Each year, Elk River Arts & Lectures
brings a diverse array of writers,
poets, journalists, scientists, artists,
and other professionals to
Livingston for free public lectures
and community engagement
opportunities — providing fresh
perspectives and inspiration.

In the past year, we hosted or co-
hosted six public lectures by a
wide range of acclaimed authors
from Abe Streep to Joanna Lambert
to Kevin Fedarko. We partnered
with the Yellowstone Gateway
Museum Foundation, Park High,
East Side Elementary, University of
Montana and other groups. Our
speakers interacted with nearly
300 students in local classrooms.
In all, our Lecture Series reached
over 750 community members.

The Power of Storytelling

A runaway raft in the Alaskan
wilderness, the longest tunnel in
North America, or internet dating
over the age of 70. These are just
some of the incredible stories that
you may have heard in one of this
year's storytelling nights.

Twice each year, storytelling
wrangler and coach Bex Frucht
solicits proposals from the
community, then works with the
chosen few to develop their
stories and hone their techniques.
Standing-room only crowds pack
the Elks Lodge to hear friends and
neighbors at the mic.

One of the storytellers said
afterwards, "The coolest thing was
looking out at the audience and
seeing how important this
communal gathering was for
them. | felt like | was telling a
story to my family even though |
didn't recognize most of the
people there!”

Our next storytelling night will
be this September. Make sure to
watch the ERAL newsletter for the
call for storytellers.
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Income
$252.132

Individual Donations $91,521
Grants & Foundation Support $57,000
Program Income $103,652

Funding
Report

Fiscal Year 2024

Expenscs
$207,467

Administration & Overhead $73,032
Fundraising $8,208
Program Expenses $126,227

ERAL in the Community

Each year, Elk River Arts & Lectures collaborates with
schools, literary organizations, and other nonprofits to
enrich our community through a diverse array of
writing workshops, in-school residencies, storytelling
pop-ups, and other literary programming, connecting
with and engaging many of the local writers and other
creatives who give our community its unique
character.

Poetry in the Classroom:
“Writing poetry makes my mind happy.”

Incoming fourth graders at Eastside Elementary have
something special to look forward to. For three years,
ERAL has brought local poets into the classroom to
teach kids about poetry and inspire them to write their
own. Time and time again, we see how exposure to
new forms of creative expression sparks
empowerment —and joy!

This year, poets Marc Beaudin, Earl Craig, Max
Hjortsberg, Tessa Moeckel, and Yetta Stein worked
with 87 fourth-graders at East Side Elementary. Their
poems were then illustrated by Sarah Musseter and
her art students at Park High and published in a
chapbook. The highlight of the program was a poetry
reading at the school for third graders and their
teachers.

Park County on the Page

In November of 2024, ERAL hosted an afternoon
writing workshop at the Shane Center for high school
students from Park High and Gardiner High Schools,
taught by University of Montana Creative Writing
faculty and MFA/BFA students. A reading and
reception for family and friends followed the
workshop.
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Senior Center Writing Workshops

Park County Seniors are some of our most
enthusiastic writers! In November of 2024, MSU
writing instructor Surya Milner taught a two-part
writing workshop at the Senior Center for aspiring
writers and poets. Back by popular demand, she did
an additional three-part workshop in April of 2025.
One participant described her experience as
“Inspiring and wonderful!”

In addition, ERAL co-hosted the recent celebration of
the grizzly bear with the Livingston Depot Center and
the Joanna Lambert lecture and residency in
collaboration with Yellowstone Gateway Museum.

We are always looking for new and innovative ways to
engage with our community. If you would like to get
regular updates on upcoming programs like these,
follow us on social media or sign up for our newsletter
at www.elkriverarts.org.

W@& Help us build community through literary arts programming during the

2025 GIVE A HOOT challenge. From July 1-31, 2025, your gift will be

hGIVE At partially matched by the Park County Community Foundation. For more
information, visit give-a-hoot.org or scan the QR code. THANK YOU!






